
 

Instructor:	  Dr.	  Heather	  Dorn	  
Email:	  hdorn1@binghamton.edu	  
CW:	  250	  -‐	  10058,	  T/TR	  8:30	  –	  9:55	  
Classroom:	  LN	  G410	  
Office/	  Hours:	  TBD/	  T,	  10:15	  -‐	  11:15	  and	  by	  appt.	  
Class	  website:	  hRps://heatherdorn.com/creaSve-‐wriSng-‐250/	  

This course will introduce you to a variety of 
genres and authors and give you the 
opportunity to be part of a larger classroom, 
local, and online writing community. You will 
hone your craft by reading, analyzing, 
discussing, drafting, revising, and performing 
your creative work. This course provides you 
with an opportunity to discuss the craft and 
content of literary works and improve your 
writing skills through practice, feedback, and 
play.   You will try out a variety of genres as we 
work together in a safe writing space. Within 
this environment, you can take risks in your 
writing to find voice. You will leave this course 
with an understanding of the basic vocabulary 
for discussing craft, experience reading your 
writing out loud, and a portfolio of revised 
creative work.
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Course Materials

Course DescriptionWelcome to Creative Writing 250!

Journal: You may use any media you like 
(computer, notebook, etc.) but you must 
bring your journal to every class.

Printing & Access to Technology: The 
majority of the materials we use in this 
course will be provided online. It is your 
responsibility to print these readings, all 
your drafts, and your homework,and bring 
them to class. 

Final Reading: You may want food or 
other materials for your final reading.

4 Imaginative Writing, Janet Burroway (4th)

mailto:hdorn1@binghamton.edu
mailto:hdorn1@binghamton.edu


 

Creative Writing 

Breakdown of Coursework

Classroom discussion/ participation: 
You should come to class having done 
all assignments, ready to discuss course 
materials and your own work in small 
groups and with the whole class. This 
participation also includes planning and 
running the Final Class Reading. While 
class time will be devoted to planning 
this reading, some of the planning will be 
done out of class.

Journal: Your journal may be 
anything you wish, from a 
document in your computer to 
a spiral notebook, but you 
should bring your journal to 
every class, ready to write. 
Your journal is private, but you 
will write about your journaling 
in your Final Portfolio.

Final Portfolio:
The Final Portfolio is 
due the last day of 
class, December 8. 
For more information 
or to find out what is 
inc luded in your 
Portfolio, see the 
next page “Contract 
Grading” and the 
more detailed A, B, 
and C contracts.

Peer Review & Drafting: You will 
draft at least 3 pieces of writing for 
peer critique and turn these drafts 
in for my comments and approval 
after revising from peer comments. 
The Due Dates and Peer Review 
Due Dates are listed in the Daily 
Schedule and on the Course 
Website. Drafts should be turned in 
hard copy un less they a re 
necessarily digital, in which case, 
they should be sent to me as 
explained on the Course Website.

Homework/ Presentations: Every class period you 
will be responsible for homework assignments. 
These should be turned into me hard copy at the 
start of class unless they are digital and must be 
emailed. These emails must reach me prior to class 
starting. I do not accept homework through email if 
you are missing a class. If you miss a class, you 
miss a homework. You cannot make up homework. 
Some people, earning a B or A, will also do a 
presentation on a particular author we discuss in 
class. Presentations should be timed and practiced.

Office Hours: If you are working 
toward an “A” or a “B,” you will have 
to come by my office hours at least 
twice or once respectively with a 
draft. If you cannot make my office 
hours, it is your responsibility to 
reach out to me and make an 
appointment. Plan for 20 mins for 
each visit for credit. 



How to earn a “D” or 
“F”D/F

If you fail to turn in a portfolio, fail 
to fulfill your contract, and do not 
renegotiate with me, you will earn a 
failing grade. This method is set up 
to allow you some freedom in 
deciding what you write as well as 
the ability to advocate for yourself. 
Take advantage and talk to me. 

More exact details and FAQs can 
be found on the Course Website 
and in the A, B, and C contracts. 
See me to renegotiate a contract.

How to fulfill a “C” 
ContractC

Your portfolio will contain: 

* 3 creative works (the 3 major 
genres covered in class), 
polished drafts 

* 3 drafts of separate works in 
your portfolio (approved) 

* a final reflection that 
addresses your journaling, 
revision, and learning 
throughout the semester 

In addition, you: 

* cannot miss more than 4 
homework/ classes 

* must actively participate in 
class 

* must plan and participate in 
the Final Reading

How to fulfill a “B” 
ContractB

Your portfolio will contain: 

* 4 creative works (the 3 major 
genres covered in class plus 1 
of your choice), polished drafts 

* 3 drafts of separate works in 
your portfolio (approved) 

* a final reflection that 
addresses your journaling, 
revision, and learning 
throughout the semester 

In addition, you: 

* must do a 5 min Author 
Presentation 

* cannot miss more than 3 
homework/ classes 

* must visit me in my office 
hours with a draft at least 
once 

* must actively participate in 
class 

* must plan and participate in 
the Final Reading

How to fulfill an “A” 
ContractA

Your portfolio will contain: 

* 5 creative works (the 3 
major genres covered in 
class plus 2 of your choice), 
polished drafts 

* 3 drafts of separate works 
in your portfolio (approved) 

* 1 review of a community 
reading or literary/ art event 

* a final reflection that 
addresses your journaling, 
revision, and learning 
throughout the semester 

In addition, you: 

* must do a 10-15 min Author 
Presentation 

* cannot miss more than 2 
homework/ classes 

* must visit me in my office 
hours with a draft at least 
twice 

* must actively participate in 
class  

* must plan and participate in 
the Final Reading

Contract Grading: How to Earn an “A” in this Course



All work that you turn in for this course 
should be your original writing and ideas or 
properly cited in MLA, APA, or Chicago Style. Review 
Binghamton’s Academic Honesty Policy and plagiarism 
statement linked on the Course Website. If you have a 
question about whether or not something is plagiarism, 
please ask me.

Plagiarism 

You are welcome to take notes any way you prefer, however I 
expect that you will not check Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, or 
any other website unrelated to the course assignment or 
discussion once class begins. There may be times that social 
media/ websites are assigned in class, but otherwise, if you visit 
unrelated websites in class, you will be asked to leave and 
counted as absent. If you need to make a call or check a text, 
leave the room. Take out your earbuds, turn off all music, and 
silence your phone/ tablet before class as well. 

Technology Policies 

Late Students
I understand that sometimes lateness is 
unavoidable. If you know you will be late 
ahead of time, let me know as soon as 
possible. If you are a few minutes late once 
or twice, just come quietly into class and try 
to follow what is going on until you have a 
chance to catch up with your group or 
classmates. If you will be more than 15 
minutes late, and you have not informed me, 
do not come to class. If you have a genuine 
excuse for extreme tardiness, see me after 
class immediately. 

Resources
I f you fee l overwhelmed or 
confused, the best thing to do is to 
send me an email, come to my 
office hours, or speak to me after 
class. I want you to succeed and 
have designed the grading of this 
course to allow you the freedom to 
try many genres, learn through play, 
and take risks. Keep in touch with 
me, ask if you want to switch one 
assignment for another. I might say 
no, but ask anyway.

While I will review any additional drafts beyond 
your three required drafts for each genre we 
cover in class, you may also choose to visit the 
Writing Center (LN2411) or pair up with others 
in the class for more feedback. 

Additionally, don’t hesitate to ask librarians for 
help finding books or book suggestions. For 
additional campus resources, see the Course 
Website.

CURSUS 
When you 
txt in class 
unicorns 

die

stop txting me bro!!!


